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Local Canine Companiés are Going to the Dogs, and Loving it

By STEPHANIE HORTON
SHELTON LIFE

ancy Winchel
and Evie Brad-
ford are going to.
the dogs, liter-
ally. And they are proud of
it. They both specialize in
the caring world of canine
care, which rcqulres them

offers in-home care for pets
from birds and fish to dogs
and horses. “lam not aken-
nel” she clarifies for those
looking for a place to drop
the family pet on their way
to the airport. Rather, she
goes to people’s homes,
helping people keep their
pets at home, even when
they are away.
e

to take their
theroad.

‘Winchel owns “Creature-
Care?” anin-home pet and
house sitting service, and
Bradford’s expertise takes.
her to the other end of the.
pet care business. Appro-
priately named “Lawndoo-
dles,” Bradford’s one-line
description saysitall —
“erasing your pet’s unwant-
ed artwork.”

Although these local en-
trepreneurs don't work to-
gether officially, they do
collaborate on occasion,
providing an apprecia-
tive ear or businessrefer-
ral, something key to both
oftheir businesses. “We
met through this business,”
‘Winchel says, “and we refer
back and forth, depending
upon the need.”

CREATUREC.
‘Winchel's Creature Care

time.

for home.
sitting, asit’s not easy to
kennel a cat,” she says.
‘Winchel points out that
‘many people have more
than three or four cats,

and having in-home care

is aless expensive option
than taking themto a ken-
nel. “I can clean out box-

es and feed them fora frac-
tion of what it would cost to
take them to a kennel.” she
says. Let alone the obvious.
“Cats aren't very easy-going

says.

This all comes in addition
‘to the animal care, and is
much appreciated, especial-
Iy for those who are gone
for weeks at a time. Some-
times Winchel even offers
overnight care, depending
upon the client’s needs. She
recently spent a couple of
weeks at a horse farm just
outside of Matlock. “They
wanted somebody for se-
curity reasons to be there
and take care of the horses,
dogs, cats and goats,” she
explains.

TIn addition to the expect-
ed duties of feeding the an-
imals, cleaning up after
them, and walking them,
‘Winchel can also admin-
ister medications and vi-
tamins. She also stays for
playtime, which she admits
is one of the benefits of her

about going anywhere ina trade.

carrier,” she Iaughs “Pets are lxke famlly" she
Winchel says. “We pr

term “value added” vnth her  ongiving that individual

approach to customer ser- love and attention that they

wvice. “I can provide the ho-
‘meowner with a sense of se-
curity while they are away
by checking on the homes,
changing lights, bringing in
the paper and mail, bring-
ingup the shades, really
whatever they want,” she

T
Evie Bradford’s daily pooper scooper patrol takes pet care
to the next level, and benefits the environment at the same

are used to on a day-to-day
basis.” This attitude may
be a contributing factor to
‘Winchel’s success. “A lot of
our customers either don't
have kids or their kids are
grown, and they consider
their pets their children.”
And that means treating
the various homes with the
utmost care and respect as
well. Winchel's customers
are used to her “get it done”
‘ways, and can depend upon
her, evenif:

Mason County backyards
every day.

They also note that pet
waste is a contributing
cause of bacterial contam-
ination of Mason County
waterways (an estimated
20 creeks and 34 marine ar-
cas), which can make swim-
ming, beachcombing and
shellfish harvesting unsafe.

‘While Mason County
Garbage & Recycling re-
quires pet waste to be “dou-
ble bagged,” Bradford “tri-
ple bags” her lawndoodles,
just to be extra safe.

“People are always ask-
ing me how I got into this,”
Bradford says. “The first
‘pooper company start-
edin 1976 in Denver, and
somewhere along the line
Theard about it.” Brad-
ford was working at the
Mason County Jail at the
time, where she worked
for 14 years. “Irecall hear-
ing someone say that if you
‘do

Nancy Winchel has such fun wtth her canine cllenls, she
considers it morelike visiting family than work.

bility and common sense in
general.

For example, during are-
centwindstorm, one of
‘Winchel’s clients was out of
the country when a big tree
came down in their yard,
taking out the power. “The
client putit in my hands
tomake all of the arrange-
ments,” she said. “T'd like
people to know: that it pays
tohavea

wrong. “If I see something
that needs to be done, I do
it. Ireplaced the flag at the
horse farm; I just couldn't
stand to see it all tattered,”
she explains.

‘When it comes to busi-
ness challenges, Winchel
says sometimes the weather
can be a problem, but com-
ing from Michigan, she has
seen worse. A more like-
ly challenge is the effort it
takes —sometimes —to
convince potential clients.
‘why it is important to have
a professional care for their
pets. “We are alicensed,
bonded business, unlike the
kid across the street,” she
says. And then there is the
experience of working with
animals throughout the
‘years, a sense of responsi-

duty. Thisisn'ta wh\m :t is
my business.”

LAWNDOODLES

‘When it comes to the oth-
erend ofthe canine care
business, Evie Bradford
has it covered. Her “pooper
scooper” business, creative-

lines. “It takes years for it
to break down; that is why
it has to be properly dis-
posed of, even in our rainy
climate,” Bradford explains.
“Do not putit in your sep-
tic system either,” she em-
phasizes, as these systems
are designed according to.
the number of occupants in
ahouse, and will become
overwhelmed.

Bradford's poop pickups
happen on a weekly sched-
ule, sometimes two to three
times a week. “I general-

Iy let myselfin and out, and
bring the waste home with
me, where Mason Coun-
ty Garbage and Recycling
picks it up,” she says.

Make no mistake, pick-

oulike, you

‘won't hate going to work ev-
ery day, and I love dogs.”

Bradford knew that she
didn't want to start a ken-
nel business, but wasn't
sure what to do. “I wanted
something permanent that
T could sellater on, some-
thing that T could own.”
Eventually she left her job
at the jail. “Tlike to say I
take less ‘crap’ now than T
did then,” she laughs, and
adds, “I'don’t mind being
quoted — it's all worked out
and has been alot of fun.”

Since Bradford's startup
in 2005, Lawndoodles has
grown to include 80 cus-
tomers, usually private res-
idences, but some commer-
cial aswell, such ashom-
eowners associations or
breeders. When it comes to
commercial accounts, the

Iy called L isa ingup poop s serious busi- reasons vary, Bradford says.
growing, going concern. ness. While there are no or- “Ifitis a breeder, they just
“Most people don't Know dinances in place in Mason can't keep up withiit; they

that pooper scooper busi- County, Thurston and Kit- have other things to

nesses exist,” Bradford sap counties dohave such Another trend is busmess»

says. “I wish people under- about scooping es that allow

stood how bad pet waste is up after pets. bring dogs to work, \vhlch

for] espe- tothe Mason includes one of Bradford’s

cially since we live so close Gonservation District, more clients, just one more rea-

to the water. than 19,000 dogslive in son she'is considering hir-
Bradford’s lawndoodles Mason County, producing ing someone to help out,

go to Mason County Gar- waste equivalenttoacityof  soon.

bage and Recycling where 4,800 people. They estimate For information, visit

they are treated and dis- that more than five tons ccpetsit.com and lawndoo-

posed of within state guide-  of dog wasteis dropped in dles.com.



